Bismarck

Community Development Department

BISMARCK PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

MEETING AGENDA
January 27, 2021

Tom Baker Meeting Room

5:00 p.m.

City-County Office Building

Watch live meeting coverage on Government
Access Channels 2 & 602HD, listen to Radio
Access 102.5 FM Radio, or stream FreeTV.org
and RadioAccess.org. Agenda items can be
found online at

www.bismarcknd.gov /agendacenter.

Due to ongoing public health concerns related
to COVID-19, the City of Bismarck is
encouraging citizens to provide their comments
for public hearing items on this agenda via
email to planning@bismarcknd.gov. The
comments will be sent to the Planning and
Zoning Commissioners prior to the meeting and
included in the minutes of the meeting. To ensure
your comments are received and distributed
prior to the meeting, please submit them by
12noon on the day of the meeting and
reference the agenda item your comment
addresses.

If you would like to appear via video or audio
link for a 3-5-minute comment on a public
hearing item, please provide your e-mail
address and contact information to

planning@bismarcknd.gov at least one business
day before the meeting.

The physical meeting room will be open to the
public, but we certainly understand the public
wishing to limit their exposure at this time, while
still participating in government. Before
entering the City-County Office Building, all
individuals should self-screen for COVID-19
symptoms or potential exposure and, if unable
to pass the screening protocol, will be expected
to participate remotely in the meeting for the
public’s safety. If attending in person, masks will
be required as social distancing cannot be
assured in the City-County Office Building
public areas.

Some of the Planning and Zoning
Commissioners will be attending this meeting in
person, but it is anficipated that most will
participate remotely. The number of meeting
participants attending in person in the Tom
Baker Meeting Room, including the Planning
and Zoning Commissioners, will be limited to
maintain social distancing.

Item No. Page No.
1. Consider approval of the minutes of the December 16, 2020 meeting of the
Bismarck Planning & Zoning Commission
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BISMARCK PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING PROCEDURE AND PROTOCOL

All public hearings before the Bismarck Planning and Zoning Commission will follow the same basic format. This outline
has been prepared to help you understand the procedure and protocol.

1.

10.

The Chair of the Planning and Zoning Commission will introduce the item on the agenda and ask staff to present
the staff report.

The Planner assigned to the file will present the staff report on the item. The presentation will be an overview
of the written staff report included in the agenda packet, which is posted on the City’s website by the end of the
day on the Friday before the meeting.

The members of the Planning and Zoning Commission may ask staff questions about the request itself or staff’s
recommendation, but they will not discuss the request prior to obtaining input from the public.

The Chair of the Planning and Zoning Commission will then open the public hearing on the request and ask if
anyone would like to speak to the Commission.

The applicant or his or her designated agent is usually given the courtesy of speaking first to outline the proposal
and/or clarify any information presented by staff. The applicant may speak at this time or wait until others have
spoken.

The public hearing is then opened to the public to voice their support, opposition or to ask questions about the
proposal. Please write your name and address on the sign-in sheet, step up to the podium, speak clearly, state
both your first and last names and your address, then your comments. Speaking over the microphone rather
than directly into it will provide the best audio quality. Also, please avoid tapping or banging the podium, as the
microphone amplifies the sound. Your comments as well as any materials distributed to the Planning and
Zoning Commissioners at this time will be made part of the public record. If you would prefer to provide written
materials to staff at the beginning of the meeting, we will distribute the materials to the Commission for you.

Please be respectful of the Planning and Zoning Commissioners, staff and others speaking on the request.
Personal attacks against the applicant or others, clapping/cheering or booing speakers is not acceptable. Staff
and the applicant will only respond to questions from the Planning and Zoning Commissioners, not questions
directly from those speaking at the public hearing.

Everyone who wishes to speak will be given a chance to speak; however, at larger public hearings, the Chair may
ask speakers to limit their time at the podium to five minutes, not repeat previous testimony/comments and
only speak once. Members of the Planning and Zoning Commission may ask questions of those speaking, but
may also listen and deliberate after the hearing is closed.

After everyone in the audience wishing to speak has given his or her comments, the Chair will close the public
hearing portion for the agenda item. No additional comments from the public are allowed after the hearing has
been closed. At this point, the Chair will ask staff if they have any additional information or final comments.

The Planning and Zoning Commissioners will then discuss the proposal. They may ask staff or the applicant
additional questions or for clarification of items stated during the public hearing. At the conclusion of the
discussion, the Commission will make its recommendation or decision.
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This map is for representational use only and does not represent a survey. No liability is assumed as to the accuracy of the data delineated hereon.
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